ST NEMESION, M.                       [DEC. 19

and exercise all patience, which ye have seen set forth before your eyes, not
only in the blessed Ignatius, and Zozimus, and Rufus, but in others that
have been among you; and in Paul himself, and the rest of the apostles."

The primitive martyrs rejoiced exceedingly in being called to suffer
for Christ. If faith was as lively and active in us, and if the divine love
exerted its power in our hearts, we should rejoice at all occasions of
practising meekness and patience, which we should look upon as our
greatest happiness and gain. To forgive an injury, to bear well an affront,
or to suffer with perfect resignation, patience, and humility, is a glorious
victory gained over ourselves, by which we vanquish our passions and
improve in our souls the habits of those divine virtues in which consists
the spirit of Christ and the resemblance we are commanded to bear to
him. Occasions occur in almost all our actions; yet we lose them and
even suffer our passions to reign in them to the offence of God, the scandal
of our holy religion, and the infinite prejudice of our souls.

Do we consider that the least exertion of meekness, humility, or charity
is something much greater and more advantageous than the conquest of
empires and the whole world could be? For Alexander to have once
curbed his anger on ever so small an occasion would have been a far more
glorious victory than all his conquests, even if his wars had been just
For nothing is so heroic as for a man to vanquish his passions and learn
to govern his own souL

The following feasts are celebrated on December 18 :

THE EXPECTATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY is celebrated in the English dioceses on this
date: ST GATIAN, first Bishop of Tours in the third century: ST MAGNENIUS, Abbot of the
monastery near Dublin called Kilmainham after him : ST RUFUS and ST ZOZIMUS, martyrs:
ST WUSEBALD, Abbot, 760.

DECEMBER 19

ST NEMESION AND OTHER MARTYRS
(A.D. 250)

[From St Dionysius of Alex., quoted by Eusebius, Hist. lib. vi. c. 41, p. 307, ed. Cantabr.]

IN the persecution of Decius, Nemesion, an Egyptian, was apprehended at
Alexandria upon an indictment for theft. The servant of Christ easily
cleared himself of that charge, but was immediately accused of being a
Christian. Hereupon he was sent to the Augustal prefect of Egypt, and,
confessing his faith at his tribunal, he was ordered to be scourged and tor-
mented doubly more grievously than the thieves; after which he was
condemned to be burnt with the most criminal amongst the robbers and
other malefactors, whereby he had the honour and happiness more per-
fectly to imitate the death of our divine Redeemer. There stood at the
same time near the prefect's tribunal four soldiers, named Ammon, Zeno,